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What is claimed is: 

1 . A method for encouraging users of a computer network to access dynamic 
pricing information on the computer network, the method comprising: 

distributing to one or more users of the computer network a modular computer 
program that displays dynaniifc pricing information collected from the computer network; and 

presenting to the one or more users of the modular computer program an interactive 
visual indication of a user-attractive resource available on the computer network. 
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2. The method of claim 1 wherein the modular computer program comprises a 
Java-based applet. 

3. The method of claim 1 further composing collecting dynamic pricing 
information from the computer network. 

4. The method of claim 1 wherein thfe computer network comprises the Intemet. 

5. The method of claim 1 whereinyihe computer network comprises a virtual 
private network. 

6. The method of claim 1 where^in distributing the modular computer program 
comprises pushing a copy of the modular 9omputer program to one or more users of the 
computer network. 

7. The method of claim 1 wherein distributing the modular computer program 
comprises enabling users of the compu/er network to pull a copy of the modular computer 
program. 

8. The method of claim 1 wherein distributing the modular computer program 
comprises sending the modular con:^puter program to a user of the computer network through 
an electronic mail system. 

9. The method of claihi 1 wherein distributing the modular computer program 
comprises sending the modular cjf)mputer program to a user of the computer network through 
an instant messaging system. 

10. The method of daim 1 further comprising causing the modular computer 
program to display a stream of/dynamic pricing information collected from the computer 
network. 



1 1 . The method o 
that is displayed varies based 



claim 10 wherein the stream of dynamic pricing information 
on user input. 
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12. The method of claim 1 1 wherein the stream of dynamic pricing information 
has a predefined taxonomy, and wherein the user can selectively vie\\yaifferent levels of the 
taxonomy. 

13. The method of claim 1 wherein the interactive visjt&l indication comprises a 

glyph. 

14. The method of claim 1 wherein the interacti^ visual indication comprises an 
interactive link to the user-attractive resource. 

15. The method of claim 14 wherein the interactive link comprises a uniform 
resource locator (URL) tag. 

16. The method of claim 1 wherein th^^iser-attractive resource comprises a 

contest. 
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17. The method of claim 1 wherein the user-attractive resource comprises a 
reward program. 

18. The method of claim 1 wl^rein the user-attractive resource comprises a 

coupon. 
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19. The method of claimyl wherein the user-attractive resource comprises an 
advertisement. 

20. The method of cl^m 1 wherein the user-attractive resource comprises a multi- 
media presentation. 
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21. The method of claim 1 further comprising providing a user with access to the 
user-attractive resource upon sensing that the user selected the interactive visual indication. 

22. The method of claim 1 wherein the modular computer program displays 
dynamic pricing information in a ticker display format. 
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23. The method of claim 1 wherein a plurality of instances of the modular 
computer progranyare presented to a user concurrently. 
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24. The method of claim 23 wherein each of the plurality of instances of the 
modular compiiter program includes one or more associated visual indications of a user- 
attractive resource available on the computer network. 



-45- 



Attorney's Docket No.: 1^H)12001 



1 25. The method of claim 24 wherein e^dToTthe one or more visual indications 

2 can be the same as or different from the \^siral indications on other instances of the modular 

3 computer program. 

^ 1 26. The metho^^f claim 24 wherein each of the one or more visual indications 

2 can correspond to thp^^ame or different user-attractive resources as the visual indications on 

3 other instances ofthe modular computer program. 

1 ^i^iP^ ^ system for encouraging users of a computer network to access dynamic 

2 pricing information on the c( tmputer network, the system comprising: 

3 a source of dynamic )ricing information; 

4 a modular computer )rogram comprising instructions to perform the following 

5 operations: 

^-r 6 receive dynamic pric ng information from the dynamic pricing information source; 

=p 7 display the received dynamic pricing information to a user of the modular computer 

ry 8 program; and 

f^^ 9 present to the user of the modular computer program an interactive visual indication 

^.y 10 of a user-attractive resource ; ivailable on the computer network. 

f □ 1 28. The system of claim 27 wherein the inodular computer program comprises a 

\ ^ 2 Java-based applet. / 

1 29. The system of claim 27 wherem the modular computer program further 

2 comprises instructions to receive dynamic pncing information from the computer network. 

1 30. The system of claim 27 werein the computer network comprises the Internet, 

pj I 31. The system of claim 27ywherein the computer network comprises a virtual 

\J2 private network. / 

1 32. The system of claim 27 wherein the dynamic pricing information that is 

2 displayed to the user varies basea on user input. 

1 33 . The system of olaim 32 wherein the dynamic pricing information has a 

2 predefined taxonomy, and whferein the modular computer program further comprises 

3 instructions to allow a user to selectively view different levels of the taxonomy. 

1 34. The system of claim 27 wherein the interactive visual indication comprises a 

2 glyph. \ 
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35. The system of claim ll^^^h^ein the interactive visual indication comprises an 

2 interactive link to the user-attractiyj^^source. 

1 ^f^^^O^^^' systomi of claim 34 wherein the interactive link comprises a uniform 

2 resource locator (URLj tag. / 

1 37. The system of claim 27 wherein the user-attoactive resource comprises a 

2 contest. / 

1 38. The system of claim 27 wherein the User-attractive resource comprises a 

2 reward program. / 

1 39. The system of claim 27 whereiii the user-attractive resource comprises a 

2 coupon. / 

1 40. The system of claim 27 Avherein the user-attractive resource comprises an 
^ I advertisement. / 

J/ \ 41. The system of claim 27 wherein the user-attractive resource comprises a 

2 multi-media presentation. / 

1 42. The systenyof claim 27 wherein the modular computer program further 

2 comprises instructions t(/ provide a user with access to the user-attractive resource upon 

3 sensing that the user selected the interactive visual indication. 

1 43. The/system of claim 27 wherein the modular computer program displays 

2 dynamic pricing information in a ticker display format. 

1 44. The system of claim 27 wherein a plurality of instances of the modular 

2 computer program are presented to a user concurrently. 

v> 1 

1 <^ 0^ system of claim 43 wherein each of the pluraUty of instances of the 

2 modular computer pro-am includes one or more associated visual indications of a user- 

3 attractive resource available on the computer network. 

1 46. The system of claim 44 wherein each of the one or more visual indications can 

2 be the same as or differertt from the visual indications on other instances of the modular 

3 .-eafflputep-pfe^aau ---^^ 
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47. The system of claim 44 wherem each of the one or more visual indications can 
correspond to the same or different user-attractive resources as the visual indications on other 
instances of the modular computer program.! 

48. A method for encouraging users of a computer network to access a dynamic 
pricing system, the method comprising presenting a user-interface abstraction that displays 
dynamic pricing information collected from the computer network and displays an interactive 
visual indication of a user-attractive resource available on the computer network. 

49. Computer software, embopied in a tangible meditmi and/or in a propagated 
carrier signal, for encouraging users of a/computer network to access a dynamic pricing 
system, the software comprising instruciions to cause a computer system to present a user- 
interface abstraction that displays dynamic pricing information collected from the computer 
network and displays an interactive visual indication of a user-attractive resource available 
on the computer network. 

50. The software of clainqf 48 wherein the instructions are embodied as a Java- 
based applet. 

5 1 . The software of clai^ 48 fiirther comprising instructions for receiving 
dynamic pricing information frony the computer network. 

52. The software of cjaim 48 wherein the computer network comprises the 
Internet, 

53. The software of jblaim 48 wherein the computer network comprises a virtual 
private network. 

54. The software df claim 48 wherein the dynamic pricing information that is 
displayed varies based on use/r input. 

55. The software jbf claim 48 wherein the dynamic pricing information has a 
predefined taxonomy, and wherein the software fiirther comprises instructions to allow a user 
to selectively view different levels of the taxonomy. 

56. The softwar| of claim 48 wherein the interactive visual indication comprises a 

glyph. 

57. The softwaife of claim 48 wherein the interactive visual indication comprises 
an interactive link to the user-attractive resource. 
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1 58. The software of claim 56 wherein the interactive link comprises a uniform 

2 resource locator (URL) tag. / 

1 59. The software of claim 48/wherein the user-attractive resource comprises a 

2 contest. / 

1 60. The software of claim 48 wherein the user-attractive resource comprises a 

2 reward program. / 

1 61. The software of yiaim 48 wherein the user-attractive resource comprises a 

2 coupon. / 

1 62. The soflwar/ of claim 48 wherein the user-attractive resource comprises an 

2 advertisement. / 

1 \j 63. The softy are of claim 48 wherein the user-attractive resource comprises a 
^- ^ v\ cJ multi-media presentation. 

f U 1 64. The software of claim 48 fiirther comprising instructions for providing a user 

\ J 2 with access to the user-attractive resource upon sensing that the user selected the interactive 

3 visual indication./ 

Ml 65. The software of claim 48 wherein the dynamic pricing information is 

f*^ / 

2 displayed in a ticker display format. 

v3 1 66. / The software of claim 48 wherein a plurality of instances of the software can 

2 execute concfurrently. 
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